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About the Author
Zander is a 15-year-old student at Lemon Bay High School in Englewood, Florida. He lives on Palm Island, a bridgeless 
barrier island. He has been giving “Turtle Talks,” a conservation presentation, for four years. He speaks at schools, 
libraries, and nature events. Zander has received the Mote Marine Lab Sea Turtle Conservationist of the Year 
Award in 2002, the Dream It Do It Award from Youth Venture in Washington D.C. in 2003, the Land, Sea and Air 
Preservation Award from Sarasota County Environmental Services in 2004, the Leo “Pete” Cypher “Service Above 
Self” Rotary Award in 2005, the International Eco-Hero Award from Action For Nature in 2005, the Brower Youth 
Award in 2005, the Florida Wildlife Federation Youth Conservationist Award in 2005, and was granted the Gloria 
Barron Prize in 2006. Zander enjoys sailing, playing golf, and basketball.

About the Illustrator
Linda Soderquist is an elementary teacher in Venice, Florida. She is also a watercolor artist, who regularly shows 
her work in galleries and exhibits. She resides on Little Gasparilla Island, a bridgeless, barrier island off southwest 
Florida. Linda is the primary permit holder for all sea turtle activities on Little Gasparilla Island, and is responsible 
for turtle nest data collection, investigating disorientations, and gathering information on strandings.
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This booklet would not have been possible without the support of many “Sea Turtle Lovers”. Special thanks go to 
Maran Hilgendorf of the Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program, Jerris Foots, Parks Naturalist in Sarasota 
County, Deborah Zeilman, and Kenya Leonard at Sarasota County Natural Resources, Sarah Salomon at YouthVenture.
Org, JoAnne Lize, youth librarian, Venice Public Library, Cherry Zimmer at School In The Park, Traci Thompson, 
and Wilma Katz.

Special thanks also to these organizations: Southwest Florida Water Management District, Charlotte Harbor 
National Estuary Program, Coastal Wildlife Club, Inc., Englewood Florida, the Caribbean Conservation Corporation & 
Sea Turtle Survival League, The Ocean Conservancy, and the Florida Wildlife Federation.

Most of all to Linda Soderquist, who has beautifully illustrated this activity book and also mentored me since I was 
eleven, believing that a kid can make a difference in the environment.


